
Beyond GRACE 
Celebrating and Fundraising for Outreach and Missions 

 
FAQ’s 

 
 
Why is Outreach and Missions such a critical part of Riverbend’s future? 
 
For the first thirty years of Riverbend’s history, we were known as the church for people who 
didn’t like church, who had gone away from the church; and when something would happen 
in their lives, it was the place they came back to on Sunday mornings.  We would say that we 
attracted the battered, the bruised, the broken, and the bored.   
 
Over the last decade there’s been an ever-increasing number of families and individuals in 
Austin who’ve grown up outside the church, who have no connection to a church nor a desire 
to connect with one.  The dilemma: if they’re not going to look for or find us on Sunday 
mornings, how will they experience the grace that God has available for them?  The answer 
is pretty simple: we need to go outside our walls to them.   
 
Consequently, the future of Riverbend is dependent on our decentralized ministries where 
we are focused on trying to reach people outside the walls of our campus.  People who may 
or may not ever consider coming to Riverbend.  Missions and Outreach plays a great role in 
this vision for the future, all across Austin, but also across borders as well.   
 
 
How much does Riverbend Church spend on Outreach and Missions per year? 
 
For 2018, our budget is to spend $658,000 in support of outreach and missions activities of 
the church (vs. last year’s budget of $438,000).  This includes the overhead for our missions 
pastor and assistant, all of the activities and any overheads at our neighborhood 
development centers in both south and east Austin as well as at the Community First Village, 
the support of our sister Church, it’s school, and missionaries in El Salvador, as well as all of 
the other outreach and missions activities we do through Mobile Loaves and Fishes, Austin 
Disaster Relief Network, Habitat for Humanity, Sparrow House, Be Lydia, Hurricane Relief, a 
special needs orphanage in Mexico, and more.   
 
 
How is Outreach and Missions funded at Riverbend? 
 
There are three sources of funding for all of the outreach and missions’ activities that 
Riverbend is involved in: 
 

1. General Fund.  For our 2018 budget, we allocated money from our general fund to 
cover the overheads and direct expenses for the Missions Pastor and assistant on 
staff. 

2. Because GRACE Vision Campaign.  In 2017 Riverbend launched a 2-year vision 
campaign, part of which was designed to raise funds to help us launch and fund a 
new neighborhood development center over three years in East Austin in 2017 - 
2019.  This campaign to date has helped us raise $300,000 to be spent over the 
three years toward this NDC. 

3. Designated Giving.  Throughout the year, we try to raise funds to support outreach 
and missions’ activities, from people who feel called to give toward those ministries.  
Sometimes we call for church wide involvement for things such as Angels Afoot toy 
drive where we ask the congregation to purchase and supply Christmas gifts for 



3,000 disadvantaged children in Austin.  Other ministries like Mobile Loaves and 
Fishes tend to get funded by the people who are involved in that ministry. 

 
The Beyond GRACE Celebration & Fundraising Dinner in April is a way of involving a 
greater number of people in our church to help support Riverbend’s Outreach and Missions 
efforts with their designated gifts, as all monies raised through this event will support these 
activities.  Our target is to raise $150,000 to cover the additional needs we still have to 
fund our planned outreach and mission’s activities for 2018.   
 
 
Why is Outreach and Missions not fully funded from the General Fund of the 
Church as all of the other ministries at the church are funded?   
 
Outreach and Missions was a tiny portion of the church’s activities and budget ten years 
ago, when our church leadership identified it as a crucial strategy for our church to pursue.  
Outreach and Missions enables the church to be the “hands and feet of Christ” to the 
community and world around us; while at the same time it provides a powerful way for us to 
help our members grow spiritually, as they learn to practice sharing the love, mercy, and 
grace they’ve experienced from God, and to pass it on to other.   
 
The church leadership anticipated the growth of our Outreach and Missions activities would 
far outpace the growth of the church at large, and the only way to fund that would be to 
raise additional funds to support that growth.  Consequently, the Outreach and Missions 
area was allowed to raise their own funds to support the growth of their ministries.   
 
We expect our Outreach and Missions to continue to outpace the growth of the church at 
large over the next several years to come, as we continue to develop our neighborhood 
development centers across the city, as well as starting up new ones.  It will require us to 
raise funds each year in order to support these new and/or fast growing initiatives.  
Consequently we’ll be looking to continually communicate to our congregation the various 
different ways in which God is at work, while at the same time encouraging them in their 
generosity to be part of it, by serving and loving others with their time, their talent and 
treasure.  Each spring we’ll make the time to vision cast what’s next, celebrate all that God is 
up to, and encourage people to participate, both physically as well as financially.   


