
Siloe Church
Serves the La Linea colonia and surrounding areas, located on the 
eastern side of the city of San Salvador, El Salvador.  Today, a vibrant church 
of 200, up from the eight people attending Pastor Javier’s first Sunday 
morning service nearly eight years ago.  Pastoring this church is Pastor 
Javier, his wife, Karla, son, Carlitos, and daughter, Valeria.  Today Pastor 
Alexis Coto and his wife, Kelly, also help to pastor this church.  

Riverbend helps to support Pastor Javier & his family financially as part of 
our relationship, as well as helps to support Pastor Alexis as he leads the 
missionary activity in La Linea.

Siloe School
A Christian school owned by Siloe Church, located on the same 
property as the Church, serving 250-300 children from the 
La Linea colonia, providing an education in a safe environment 
(away from gang influence), and the opportunity to learn about 
Jesus.  60% of the children attending Siloe are children whose 
parents are gang members.  Because of this the gang leaders 
tell the Pastor that all at Siloe and Riverbend are “safe” and 
will not be harmed by the gangs because we take care of 
their children.  There are approximately 30 teachers and staff 
working at the school.

Riverbend finds many different ways to support the school.  We 
have done teacher trainings and appreciation events.  We’ve built and furnished a library for the children to learn to 
read.  We’ve built the location for a future science laboratory.  We’ve provided uniforms, textbooks, and other supplies 
from time to time.  We’ve helped build new roofs, refurbish the computer lab and teacher’s room, rebuilt a bridge/
pathway to the community.  We installed a water filtration system so that the 300 – 400 children and adults coming 
to Siloe would have clean, healthy drinking water.  We are currently in the process of helping them to establish a 
separate Siloe Water Business to distribute clean drinking water to the La Linea community around them, in the process, 
hopefully, earning profits that can contribute to supporting the school financially.  Riverbenders currently financially 
support approximately 50 children of the school at a cost of $39/month, or $468 annually.  
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La Linea Colonia
Siloe is primarily a squatter community that has evolved along abandoned railroad tracks, located in the middle 
of the La Linea neighborhood, referred to as a colonia.  The residents living there are faced with extreme poverty, 
many earning less than $2.00 per day, and are also faced with extreme violence due to the heavy gang influence 

in the community.  

Currently, Riverbend supports five local Salvadorian missionaries: Pastor Alexis, 
Melquides, Philippe, Ruth, and Jairo, who work in the colonia to develop relationships 
with the residents. They coordinate efforts to help mobilize the church along with 
Riverbend to serve this community, outside the walls of their church campus.  We 
are their primary, if not only, source of income of these missionaries.  As their 
relationships have evolved in the community, many programs have been developed 
to serve this community.  Currently, there is a soccer tournament that is hosted 
every Sunday for six hours, as 12 teams made up of 150 men from the community, 
play each other.  Through Riverbend’s help, the missionaries organize this weekly 
tournament complete with officials, equipment, and, at the end, trophies and medals 
presented to the winners.  In exchange, the gang leaders organize the teams, agree 
to “good sportsmanship” during the games, and allow our missionaries to share a 
short devotional with all of the players before every match.  Riverbend also helped 
to convert a cow pasture into a soccer field by leveling it out, building bleachers, 
fencing, lighting, and more over time.  It’s become a community center.  

During the week you will find hundreds of children and youth involved after school in both soccer and softball 
programs for both boys and girls, run by our missionaries.  It’s a great way to develop relationships with these kids, 
with the end game being sharing our faith and keeping them from joining the gangs.  

In addition to serving the children, youth, and adults of the community, our missionaries this past year began serving 
the elderly and infirmed in the colonia, bringing them food, and praying and caring for them when no one else does.  
Currently, they are providing food monthly for about 15 of those in the most desperate need, and Riverbend helps 
make this financially possible.  

When Riverbenders travel to El Salvador, many times they help to sponsor large events and activities that enable 
the church and the colonia to come together, usually at the soccer field.  We’ve held concerts, sporting events, 
children’s activities, health clinics, fed 600- 700 people at a time, and lots more.  

Six years ago, this was a community with little hope.  Today, the soccer field has become a bright light as a 
community center, being utilized seven days a week, in the midst of darkness, bringing hope to the hopeless.  It’s still 
a difficult place to live, but there is hope.  

Higher Education
Learning more about Jesus and his plan for their lives, staying free from 
the gangs, and getting a higher education is the hope that we are trying to 
provide for the students of Siloe School.  Riverbend works closely with them 
to help provide that at the school, but over the past four years has also 
helped create the opportunity for those graduating from Siloe’s 9th grade 
to go on for a private High School and in some cases, University education.  
This is something that was impossible for these kids to consider just five 
years ago, but today it is changing the trajectory of many lives.  Four years 

ago we sponsored six kids of the graduating class of 25 to go on to HS at a cost of $500/year.  Currently, we are 
sponsoring 36 kids including four who’ve gone on to the University. Our hope is to raise up sponsors for 20 more 
kids who will graduate from ninth grade at Siloe this November, who want to start high school in January of 2017.  
We are also looking for sponsors for the few to go on to the University at a cost of $2,000/year for five years. 



Women’s & Men’s Ministries
Riverbend women were quick to embrace this mission, recognizing the hard lives that the women of the colonia 
lead.  In addition to extreme poverty, many women are in abusive relationships and treated as second-class citizens.  
Our women come alongside them, hosting women’s conferences for as many as 200 over two days, developing 
relationships, helping these women learn that they are “daughters of the King” and in God’s eyes equal to any man.  
These are words of affirmation and encouragement that many of these women have 
never heard before.  Riverbend women have helped the Siloe Church women to create 
their own women’s ministry, where women now gather regularly for times of Bible study, 
prayer, mutual encouragement and support, and mobilization to help in the colonia.  

Slower to catch on, Riverbend men have begun to come alongside the men of Siloe as 
well, helping to host the first ever Men’s Summit in June 2015 with 40 men of the church 
attending.  This spurred the start of a small men’s ministry, with men of the church 
meeting regularly for times of Bible study and mutual encouragement.  

The Poor Serving the Less Fortunate
Three years ago, Siloe Church began travelling two hours away to a rural community 
located off the coast, up in the mountains, to a village called Jicalapa.  This rural village 
has dramatically less than those in La Linea have.  It is primarily an agricultural area, 
with the men working the fields seven days a week, just trying to survive.  Women start 
having babies at 12 years old.  The local school teaches only up to the 6th grade.  

Every Saturday, different volunteers from Siloe Church on a rotating basis travel to Jicalapa, to serve the families there, 
bring food, host a church service, play with the children, and try to instill the hope of Christ in the residents.  They are 
currently building a church building, and have planted a pastor in the community who is there four days a week to serve 
the residents.  

Riverbend is so inspired to see these folks of Siloe who struggle so hard in life, and invest in those in even more difficult 
circumstances.  For many of our trips, Riverbenders will travel out there with Siloe Church to help host soccer events, 
provide food for the residents, and play with the children.  

Riverbend Trips
Riverbenders travel to El Salvador, making about four to five trips per year.  Some of these are general trips with both 
men and women travelling together serving in a variety of ways.  We’ve hosted women’s and men’s retreats, marriage 
conferences, taught Experiencing God series.  Every summer our High School Students travel there, with approximately 
20 – 40 going at a time for a week to ten days.  They connect with the youth and children there, and spend the week 
serving in many different capacities.  For 2016 there was a trip in March, another trip in April, a Men’s Trip planned for 
June, a Student/Medical Trip in July is planned, and there will be another general trip at the end of October that is 
being planned.  

Participants pay their own way covering their expenses for each of these trips.  However, we look to Riverbenders to 
provide both prayer support throughout the trip, as well as financial support as we usually have a need for 
approximately $5,000 per trip to help offset the expenses of the various projects that we get involved with 
there as we serve.  



Financial Needs
For 2016, Riverbend needs to raise a total of $85,000 to support our ministry efforts in El Salvador.  

This breaks down approximately as follows:

Missionary Support         $20,000

Food for the Elderly      $3,000

Siloe Church Support       $10,000

25 New High School Sponsorships     $12,500

20 New Child Sponsorships    $9,500

Men’s Summit in June for 60 men    $5,000

Student Trip (costs for projects, scholarships) $7,500

Women’s Ministries               $7,500

Uniforms and School Supplies       $10,000

TOTAL            $85,000

If you are able to help support this ministry, please write a check to Riverbend Church and mark “El Salvador 
Mission” in the memo section.  Alternatively, you can go online to riverbend.com/give and click on “other” 
and type in “El Salvador Mission”.

If you want your donation to go specifically toward the Student trip, please mark the designation 
“Student El Salvador Trip”.

If you have an interest in sponsoring one of the children to attend Siloe School at a cost of $39/month, or 
in sponsoring one of the upcoming students who will graduate from Siloe’s 9th grade in November to go on 
for a High School education at a cost of $500/year, or perhaps sponsor a young adult to get a University 
education, you can contact Genelle Edwards at Genelle@empoweringresources.org and she will arrange 
for you to select a student you may want to sponsor.  


