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1. “Going Home” 18x21 framed. (2015) $200.

Artist's statement: Driving around the Smithville-Bastrop area, I found ranches and old farm buildings on the soft, rolling contryside. I thought this area was very beautiful and couldn't wait to do several paintings. The dusk was appealing and I pushed the color to the violet crown sunset we see here in Austin.

2. “Texas Blues” 18x21 framed. (2016) $200.

Artist's statement: Spring is so very colorful in Central Texas. It begins with Indian Paintbrushes, Primroses, Fire Wheels, Texas Blue Eyes, White Prickly Poppies and many other flowers that continue through the summer. I painted many bluebonnet paintings this spring and had several different cards made.

3. “Lake Livingston Sunrise” 18x21 framed. (2014) $200.

Artist's Statement: I love to see  night fade away and reveal  clouds, water, and woods before the sun appears. Though the setting implies warmth, the air was quite chilly that morning. Can't wait to get the boat in the water and start fishing!

4. “Kenai Peninsula” 22x30 framed. (2013) $300.

Artist's Statement: We visited the Kenai Peninsula (Alaska) during the Fall, when the colors were so warm and beautiful. I was impressed by the swampy scenery along the Seward Highway and saw potential paintings everywhere.

5. “Northern Lights” 18x21 framed. (2014) $200.

Artist's Statement: Watching the Northern Lights is high on my bucket list. (Husband's note: That wish remained unfulfilled.) I've seen many photos and the Northern Lights movie in Anchorage. I'm fascinated by the morphing changes in colors and shapes. I have tried to paint what I imagine it is like.

6. “Red Hot Bromeliads” 25x32 framed. (2006) $350.

Artist's statement: I stumbled upon this spectacular sight at a nursery and knew I had to paint these wonderful plants just as bright and vivid as they are.

7. “Sophisticated Ladies” 22x30 framed. (2004) $300.

Artist's statement: Callas are the most elegant flower in my garden. The many varieties make it interesting each spring when I plant the new bulbs and wait for them to bloom.

8. “Snow Bunnies” 18x22 framed. (2016) $240.

Artist's statement: The first white rabbits I painted were snowshoe rabbits for my daughter Pamela. The rabbit paintings evolved to domestic rabbits which are available in Texas.
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by Edward Summers

Kathy was born in Chicago, but her family moved to Texas in 1946 and she grew up on a farm in Westfield, Texas.  Kathy, her parents, and her six younger brothers and sisters had to work hard to sustain themselves. All the same, she loved the outdoors, family and social life, and the lessons they presented to her.

Kathy met Ed Summers in 1959. These two were united in marriage in 1963. Kathy “knew” that she was an artist, and she searched for her means of artistic expression. She tried (and discarded) batik, oils, tie-dying, sewing, and other outlets before settling, in the 1970s, on watercolor. 

Her goal was to be able to put her vision, exactly as it existed in her mind, onto watercolor paper. The extent to which she achieved that goal is reflected in her studio wall of awards she won in juried shows.  She hoped others would appreciate her paintings and freely gave away nearly as much art to family and friends as she actually sold. 

She loved the company of other artists and helped found the Waterloo Watercolor Group. She served a two-year term as its first president. She also joined Capitol Art Society, and became a signature member of Texas Watercolor Society and Southwest Watercolor Society.

About twenty years, she resolved to convey to others the knowledge she was accumulating. She taught small classes in her studio until shortly before her death last July. Those classes were noisy and joyful, with frequent laughter and visits by our two curious dogs. Her students loved her. Many of them have told me how much they enjoyed those classes, how generous Kathy was with her time, how tactful and supportive she could be, and how much they miss her.

Kathy's painting talents are no longer available to us, but her family and WWG have arranged for a memorial. The proceeds of selling her remaining supplies and completed artwork, including the paintings on display here, will endow the “Kathy Summers Watercolor Student Award” which will allow at least one WWG member each year to attend a watercolor workshop of their choice.

If you are interested in purchasing a painting from a wider selection of Kathy's work, please contact her husband, Edward Summers, at 512-454-9311.

